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the nuclear areas of some modern States. Further, the vicinities
of most rivers, at least in their middle and lower courses, are
lowlands which are usually more capable of supporting dense
populations than are mountainous regions, so that when a
drainage basin becomes a frontier, as in the case of the Rhine-
lands, the delimitation of an international boundary within it
is fraught with difficulties.
It is true that broad rivers,  especially where they are
fringed with marshes,  have  been  both  protective  barriers
and separating zones, but engineering works have controlled
flood possibilities,  drained many areas of marsh, and have
improved navigational facilities in the river channels. The
result has been, in general, an increase in population, a furthering
of  agricultural   and  industrial productivity,  and   a   greatly
expanded flow of traffic, both on the rivers themselves and on
the roads and railways which use their valleys. Today, therefore,
even more than in earlier times, river basins tend to be inte-
grated units, demographically or economically, and to establish
international boundaries within them is to create obstructive
barriers. The fact that the Rhine, the Danube and the Elbe
have been subject to the control of international commissions
at various times is itself an indication of the undesirability of
political  division in their basins. Boundaries following the
river and those running transverse to it are equally obstructive
where there is no joint action by the riverine States. Improve-
ments in navigation or increased consumption of water, e.g.
for irrigation or industrial purposes, in one State may have
serious repercussions in regions in some other part of the
basin, or may be reduced in value by lack of river control
elsewhere.
Egypt's interest in the Sudan is clearly related to the
utilization of Nile Water in the latter area. In the Danube Basin,
one of the possible ways of improving production and raising
the standard of living is by the intensification and diversifica-
tion of cropping with the help of irrigation systems using
the Danube's water. Excessive withdrawal of this water in
Hungary would therefore evoke strong protests from Jugo-
slavia and Roumania.
Again, river control in one State may easily cause increased